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The latest in a series of anonymous tips from a group of military officers calling itself the "Sleeping
Lion," or Leon Dormida, has led to a breakthrough in the case of the July 1992 disappearance of
nine students and a professor from the Enrique Guzman y Valle University in Lima (known as La
Cantuta). As a result of the tips and subsequent investigations by the congressional Human Rights
Commission, the Attorney General's Office, and independent journalists, conclusive evidence
has finally been assembled that military officers abducted the students, murdered them, and then
burned and buried their bodies. The Cantuta case has been the subject of intense media coverage,
both in Peru and internationally, and has led to growing concerns over the government's human
rights record under President Alberto Fujimori. Faced with the overwhelming evidence, plus the
highly public nature of the investigations, the Attorney General's Office has been forced to admit
military involvement in the crime and to pursue indictments against those involved through the
civilian justice system. The case has been the source of tremendous friction between the military
and opposition representatives in the constituent congress (Congreso Constituyente Democratico,
CCD), with the military high command loudly protesting "interference" by the CCD Human Rights
Commission in the case. Civilian authorities and a military court have been conducting separate
investigations into the Cantuta case. The military court has not released any information on the
progress of its investigation, although President Fujimori told reporters in late October that four
Army officers had been detained in connection with the investigation. Legal experts predict that the
military will attempt to block any attempt by the civilian courts to indict officers implicated in the
case. The Cantuta case was first thrust into the headlines in April 1993 when CCD Deputy Henry
Pease publicly released a document, provided to him by Leon Dormida, indicating that a professor
and nine students from La Cantuta had been arrested and shot by a military unit in July 1992. Just
two months after Pease's explosive declarations, Army Gen. Rolando Robles told reporters of the
existence of a death squad he said was responsible for the La Cantuta disappearances. Robles said
armed forces chief Gen. Nicolas de Bari Hermoza and presidential advisor Vladimiro Montesinos
were aware of the activities of the death squad, and indicated that the two bore responsibility
for the La Cantuta disappearances. Robles then went into exile in Argentina. The most recent
information from Leon Dormida was published by the weekly news magazine "Si" in its Nov. 1
issue. Si reported that it had received proof that the Cantutua students were killed at a site east
of Lima near the Ramiro Priale highway in Huachipa, on land used as an Army shooting range.
According to the report, the abduction and murder was carried out July 18, 1992 by soldiers from
the "Colina" Army Intelligence unit, headed by Maj. Martin Rivas. According to the Si report,
the soldiers first buried the 10 bodies at the Huachipa site. But later, fearing the bodies would be
discovered, they exhumed and burned the remains, some of which were then reburied at a dump
in the Cieneguilla area of eastern Lima. In July of 1993, following an anonymous tip received by Si
editor Ricardo Uceda, the charred remains of five persons were found in Cieneguilla. On Nov. 4,
the public investigator in charge of the case, Victor Cubas Villanueva, told reporters that the site
named by Si was searched and that various pieces of clothing, some of which appeared to have
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bullet holes, had been unearthed. A family member of one of the disappeared Cantuta students
said a ticket to a social event at La Cantuta was found in a pants pocket. A subsequent search of the
area by an archeologist and police led to a series of additional discoveries, between Nov. 13 and
Nov. 22, of human remains and bullet casings buried in shallow graves. Among the discoveries
were two nearly- complete skeletons with cranial bullet holes, and bones pertaining to three other
persons. One of the bodies was immediately identified by family members as one of the disappeared
Cantuta students. All of the bodies had been covered with lime before burial to speed the natural
deterioration process. Meanwhile, on Nov. 29, Si reported that, according to reliable Army sources,
no member of the military is under arrest in connection with the case. This directly contradicted
statements made by Fujimori that four officers, including Maj. Rivas, had been detained. The Si
article also reported that the "Colina" unit is still active under direction of Maj. Rivas. In addition, Si
published the names of the four officers implicated in the Cantuta case, citing a confidential report
signed by Defense Minister Gen. Victor Malca. The four implicated officers were Maj. Rivas, Capt.
Carlos Pichilingue, Maj. Berteti Carazas, and Col. Carlos Miranda. In a related matter, the battle
over legal jurisdiction in the case is intensifying. On Nov. 23, CCD Human Rights Commission
president Deputy Roger Caceres publicly called for the military officers involved in the Cantuta
disappearances to be tried in a civilian court because the victims were all civilians. The request was
supported by Cubas Villanueva, who admitted that the evidence indicated "a clear relationship"
between the Cantuta disappearances and the remains found at Cieneguilla and Huachipa. He
added that those responsible will be indicted in the civilian courts. According to the prosecutor,
only crimes committed in the line of military duty are to be tried within the military courts, while
the abduction and murder of the Cantuta group constitutes a common crime. On Dec. 1, Cubas
Villanueva requested that the Supreme Council of Military Justice provide the Attorney General's
office with the names of those accused, and set a time and place for them to be interrogated by
public prosecutors. He said that if he doesn't receive the information within 7 days, those whose
names were published in the media will be indicted. On the same day, Attorney General Blanca
Nelida Colan presented a report on the investigation to the CCD Human Rights Commission.
The report concludes that the remains found at Cieneguilla and Huachipa correspond to the ten
individuals who were abducted from La Cantuta. She also requested that the commission provide
her office with all the information on the case they have gathered during their investigation for
use in drawing up indictments. (Sources: Inter Press Service, 11/04/93, 11/05/93, 11/13/93, 11/18/93;
Reuter, 11/18/93; Agence France-Presse, 11/04/93, 11/06/93, 11/19/93, 11/21-23/93, 11/28/93, 11/29/93,
12/01/93; Spanish news service EFE, 11/04/93, 11/06/93, 11/13/93, 11/16/93, 11/20-23/93, 11/26/93,
11/27/93, 11/29-12/02/93)
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